
 SMFSCOOP
Here at SMF Schools, we have so much to be thankful for!

A CHEERLEADER'S SPIRIT
MAKES THE TEAM

FLASH MOBS, DANCE-A-
THONS, AND SO MUCH MORE!

ENGLISH LANGUAGE
LEARNERS FROM AROUND

THE WORLD 

 

I N  T H I S  I S S U E :

N O V E M B E R  2 0 2 1 - 2 0 2 2

T H E

Thanksgiving Recess - No School
November 24-26, 2021

Winter Recess - No School
December 22, 2021 - January 6, 2022

 

SAVE THE DATES:

 

CHOPPED! 
-- THE SMF EDITION

 

 



It’s hard to believe that the school year is almost halfway complete! We have
managed to do some incredible things here in the SMF Schools, despite the many
challenges we’ve faced. We are very excited to show you some of the outstanding
accomplishments of our students and staff, as well as share some things you can
look forward to in the months ahead. 

In this edition of the SMF Scoop, you will see that we have made extensive
progress with our community facilities planning committee and are ecstatic to
share with you some of the ideas they have in the coming weeks. Our students
have excelled in the classroom and on the athletic fields and have so much to be
proud of. Our teachers and staff are second to none and nobody is better when it
comes to being here for our students each and every day. 

This Bulldog family is one that any superintendent would be proud of and as I
think about all of the things I’m thankful for this year -- among family and
friends, good health and wellness, this Bulldog community is one of the items at
the top of my list. 

Thank you for all of your continued support of our students, staff, and
community. You are what makes this such a special place to be.  I wish you a
very happy holiday season and hope you are able to spend time with those you
love most. 

Sincerely, 
Tom Bratten
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A Note From Superintendent Bratten
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For nearly two years, our school district has worked with the community to come up with a plan

to address our aging school buildings. We are pleased to report that we’ve made great progress

on finalizing a master facilities plan, which will be presented to the board of education early next

year.

Under the direction of a community-led Facilities Task Force, Stow-Munroe Falls City Schools

has completed the assessment phase of the Master Facilities Planning process. This work

revealed that although our staff has done an incredible job with maintaining our schools, many of

our building systems are nearing or well beyond their lifespan. In addition, our classroom space

does not reflect what students will encounter in today's colleges and job market.

Since March, the district and Facilities Task Force have led a discussion on options for a Master

Facilities Plan. At our most recent meeting in October, the committee made great progress

detailing what they feel would be best in terms of new and existing locations, buildings and

grade levels. 

As this important work continues, please know that the next step will incorporate the entire

community and their Input through community meetings and surveys. The Task Force and

residents will have the opportunity to review and give feedback before any recommendations are

made to the Board of Education. We will also be hosting building tours so that residents can

witness firsthand the state of our buildings and our potential plans to update our learning

spaces. We look forward to your participation as we finalize this plan, which will impact our

schools and community for generations to come.

Facilities Planning Committee Update

‘Tis the season for possible
weather-related delays or
closings. Take a moment to

download the Stow-Munroe Falls
City Schools app on your mobile
device and opt into notifications
to be the first to get important
updates related to SMF School

closings/delays.
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Download our SMF App for direct notifications from SMF Schools!
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Our SMFHS Culinary Arts students have been at it all year creating a
fabulous menu to bring to the public! Culinary Arts prepares students
for all areas of the demanding and competitive food service and
hospitality industry. Students learn to use commercial food service
equipment, advanced knife skills, cooking and baking techniques and
advanced culinary skills. Students have the chance to earn their
ServSafe Manager certification upon passage of a national exam. They
gain real life experience operating Joshua's, a full-service restaurant
as well as event planning and catering.

 

Hungry?! Why Wait?! Head to Joshua's!
N O V E M B E R  2 0 2 1 - 2 0 2 2

Check out Joshua's fall menu below which will 
also include a weekly special and a grab-N-go!

10:45am-1:00pm
Thursdays & Fridays
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Chopped -- SMF Schools Edition!
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FREE FOOD IS CALLING YOUR NAME!
Don't forget, ALL students eat breakfast AND lunch FREE all year! 

Our Nutrition Services Staff started their Professional
Development day with their own version of the tv show
“Chopped”. In their bag was a tomato, orange pepper, jalapeño,
and canned pineapple.

They had some staples they were permitted to use but they had to
use all the ingredients from their bags. Without being given meat
or dairy, they came up with some fantastic dishes! As we continue
to face food shortages, we used this as a learning experience to
'use what you have.' Our winners received golden Bulldog aprons!
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SMF eSports -- Get in the Game! 

The high school also has an eSports Super Smash League, consisting of two teams (Varsity and Junior Varsity)

who compete in official matches each Wednesday at 4:00 p.m. in the PlayVS League against other high schools

in the eastern time-zone of Canada and the United States.

We have two Rocket League teams who also compete every Thursday at 4:00 p.m. against high schools in the

eastern time-zone region. Our Junior Varsity team consists of Andrew Castillo, Captain (Gr. 12), Mathieu

Coleman (Gr. 9), Andrew Williams (Gr. 9), and Joey Csernyik, sub (Gr. 10). Our Varsity team consists of Will

Russo, Captain (Gr. 12), Noah Gyulai (Gr. 12), Logan Seaman (Gr. 10), and Lane Ball, sub (Gr. 9). Our varsity

team players have "Grand Champion" rankings and are currently ranked #3 out of 104 teams in the PlayVS

League. They will qualify for the playoffs which will begin on December 3, 2021.

Señora/Frau Stanek and her students would like to thank Wal-Mart
for their generous grant of $700 to be used for their Spanish and
German classes! Frau Stanek has started rebuilding SMF High
School's German program this year, which has been very exciting!
The grant funds from Wal-Mart enable Ms. Stanek to do various
projects with her students and to offer her students access to
additional online tools. For example, in November, her German
students built lanterns for Martinstag, a holiday on which Germans
celebrate and remember the importance of good deeds.

“Danke schön!” and “Gracias!” from
our German and Spanish Classes!

The eSports program is in its second year since its

inception at Stow-Munroe Falls High  School. Last year,

students participated completely remotely; however

this year, they are thrilled to be able to play in person.

For the Fall 2021 season, we initiated an eSports Club

called Super Smash Club which is open to students in

grades 9-12 and meets every Wednesday after school in

the high school's computer lab from 2:30-3:30 p.m. We

have 25 students who attend on a regular basis and are

divided into various teams to compete against each

other for practice, fellowship and fun. 
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With one part “reading” and one part “giving,” our Lakeview students

are getting in the spirit this holiday season with their annual

Readsgiving event! 

Each class is being encouraged to work together to utilize Readsgiving

Day to celebrate and enjoy reading with Book-a-thons, Book Tastings

and more! Guest readers will visit each classroom to share a “taste” of

their favorite young adult book and incorporate tasty treats that relate

to their reading!

As for the giving, Lakeview students and staff will be

participating in a book drive November 22 - Dec 3, 2021 with all

contributions benefiting Akron Children’s Hospital. 

Lakeview Students & Staff
Celebrate Annual Readsgiving
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The Kimpton Middle school cheerleading team would not be the same
without its newest member, Chloe Langston. Chloe is an eighth grader
at Kimpton who has significant needs and has struggled socially at
school.
“Chloe has struggled with being included,” said Chloe’s mother, Wendy
Langston. “We have tried many other things, but nothing ever fit.”
Since joining the cheerleading team this past fall sports season, Chloe
has formed friendships and has made an incredible impact on the
coach, Theresa Gelonese, and the other cheerleaders.

E N D  O F  Y E A R  W R A P  U P S U M M E R  2 0 2 1

Theresa served as a para-professional at Kimpton during the last school year, where she built a strong
relationship with Chloe. After speaking with Chloe’s parents about getting her involved, Theresa thought
Chloe would make a great addition to the cheerleading team. 
“Chloe is an amazing young lady with so much potential,” Theresa said. “I knew what she is capable of
and how we as a team could help her grow, make friends, and hopefully find something that would be of
interest to her.”
As coach, Theresa has encouraged the rest of the team to rally around Chloe to make her feel supported
and accepted, Wendy said. 
“From the beginning, Theresa didn’t hesitate. She not only wanted Chloe on the team, but she made her
feel welcome,” Wendy said. “Chloe loves cheer, and she loves the other girls on the team.”
Chloe has excelled as a cheerleader and being a part of the team has been a fantastic experience for
her. 
“Cheerleading has helped Chloe so very much,” Theresa said. “It has not just been about learning
cheers, chants and dances. It has taught her a routine, a schedule and how to interact with her peers.
The growth we’ve seen is way beyond our expectations!”
The whole cheerleading team has learned from one another, grown together, and they have become one
big family.
“The girls on the team are the most kind, caring and compassionate young ladies,” Theresa said. “They
have taken Chloe under their wings. They have loved her, helped her and taught her amazing life goals.
Friendships have been built, and I hope that they continue to watch over each other and wage hope!”

Cheerleaders With Heart
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Written by: Zoe Blank
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According to staff members from that time, their faces greeted all comers with smiles that said, “We
welcome you to learn, to have fun, to enjoy other people, and most of all, to get to know yourself.” 
 When the new high school opened in the fall of 1987, the Student Council Teacher Appreciation
Committee, assisted by Health teacher Jen Wolfe, stated their intent to develop a plan to recognize
outstanding educators. However, it was not until the fall of 1990, that Librarian Ingrid Wilmot
formed the first official Wall of Fame committee consisting of World Language teacher Janice
Alpeter, English teacher Lynn Dee, Guidance Secretary Judy Tisdale, and Chemistry teacher Cory
Baddorf. The group strove to remain true to the primary goal established by the Student Council of
1987: the recognition of high school personnel for the positive impact they had throughout their
service to the students at Stow-Munroe Falls High. Honorees could be any teacher, administrator,
counselor, librarian, or support person who is retired or no longer employed by SMFCSD. Generally
the staff member should have had at least ten years of full time service to be considered.
 Since 1990, the Wall of Fame has grown to include seventy-one former members of the SMFHS staff
who made a difference in the lives of the students and school they served. In a world where there are
not a whole lot of ways to honor school faculty members for the prolific good they can do in their
unique and deeply service-oriented careers, the SMFHS Wall of Fame stands as a powerful reminder
to students, staff, administrators, alumni, and visitors that there is indeed a time and a place to
recognize the powerful influence of a dedicated, talented school employee. 

 There is a spacious area in the heart of Stow-Munroe Falls High School
that is generally referred to as the “Commons.” It is a light-filled area
with soaring ceilings and seats galore. This wide open space in the
center of the building is where meals are eaten, dances are held, special
assemblies are conducted, and numerous other events are carried out.
Standing in the midst of this lively heart of the high school, one need
only lift their eyes to the wide wall looking down over it all to encounter
the (currently) sixty-eight benevolent faces gazing down at the scene.
The faces captured in the portraits on the wall are those of the SMFHS
Wall of Fame’s Honorees. 
 The first two honorees of this kind were Velma Workman and Larry
Saltis. These two outstanding educators had given so much of
themselves to educating and positively influencing the students of Stow
that their images were presented to the public, held aloft before all who
entered the Workman building. 

Stow-Munroe Falls Wall of Fame
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Mark your calendars! Kimpton Middle School will be celebrating its 50th
birthday on Feb. 25, 2022!

 The celebration will begin with an alumni and staff dinner from 4 p.m. to
6:30 p.m. at the Kimpton Middle School auditorium located at 380 N. River
Rd. Munroe Falls, OH. The Stow-Munroe Falls community is invited to join
the festivities from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Community members must RSVP to Kendra Jozsa at st_jozsa@smfcsd.org
by Dec. 17, 2021. Changes to the state COVID-19 mandates may result in the
event being postponed or cancelled.

Community Magazine Coming to 
A Mailbox Near You!

If you are a resident of Stow or Munroe Falls, be sure to

check your home mailboxes for a brand new

communication being sent your way! SMF Schools has

partnered with the cities of Stow and Munroe-Falls to

create this new quarterly Community Connection magazine

that features our students, staff and families in a whole

new way. Be sure to take a peek, you never know who

you’ll see featured! 

For those of you who do not reside in Stow or Munroe

Falls, you can check out the magazine on our website

www.smfschools.org!

Happy Birthday to Kimpton Middle
School! 
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High School Students Flourish in Creation Lab
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Fulbright Scholars Teach and Learn Alongside
SMF Students & Teachers
So many of our SMFHS students are taking time to learn from our Fulbright Scholars here from Kent

State University's Department of Education. These scholars spend time with our SMFHS teachers and

students while teaching various classes in a wide array of subjects. Kelly Lanci oversees the Fulbright

Scholar program, and we are so excited that they are here to join us! Our students are learning just as

much from them as they are learning from us during their travels!

 

 

The Creation Lab is a collaborative space for students that encourages creativity and innovation.

Students have the opportunity to use 3D printers, podcasting equipment, video equipment, a T-shirt

press, and other tools! Students have created and published their own podcasts to Spotify and Apple

Podcasts, designed and printed a variety of items such as phone cases, jewelry, and gadgets, and

developed their own T-shirts and mugs designs. Students have been enjoying the collaborative

environment and are constantly producing impressive work. 

 The Bulldog Brief is a class that focuses on video journalism. Partnering with the school newspaper

class, each week the students make videos and infographics about current events in the school. Our job

is to highlight the student body, whether it is through academics, athletics, or community events. Being

a first year class, we are amazed at all of the support we have gotten from faculty and students, and are

thankful our work does not go unnoticed. The students that are a part of the class would appreciate

others subscribing to our Youtube, @TheBulldogBrief, that way you’ll never miss a segment! 

 

 



English Learners in the SMF Schools
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The largest number of students learning English is at the kindergarten level in all six of

our elementary schools. It is a fact that languages are learned most rapidly at younger

ages; the students generally are in the English Learner program for about 4 or 5 years.

Students who have families where English is not the language spoken at home are

eligible to be in the program and their acquisition of the English language is supported

by five EL Tutors in the nine schools in the district. The EL Tutors have teaching

certificates, like all teachers in the SMFCSD, with additional credential endorsements in

the area of TESOL (Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages. Speaking English

is not enough to teach English Learners, it requires, training, skill, and expertise). When

the students are identified as non-English speakers, the state of Ohio has developed a

computerized screening for the students. This fall, sixty-four students were screened

for their English levels. Nine of the students (14%) demonstrated that they were

PROFICIENT in the four areas ( reading, writing, listening, and speaking) for which the

students are screened. Forty-eight (48) students were identified as PROGRESSING, and

seven (7) students were identified as EMERGING.

Knowing this information about the newly enrolled as well as existing students helps

the English Language Tutors to BEST meet the needs of each student.

The English Language program is a support service for the students and is partially

funded by the United States Federal Government to not only serve the students but also

to provide education to district general education teachers and staff, as well as engage

student families and the community in educational and meaningful experiences in

which the students are learning and progressing.  
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The Stow Munroe Falls City School District now serves 126

students from 15 countries of origin. Those countries include

Nepal, Saudi Arabia, Mexico, Venezuela, Russia, Syria, Vietnam,

China, South Korea, and India. The high school also has foreign

exchange students from Italy, Germany, South Korea, Thailand,

and Spain.

 

If you know of a student/family for which the school

district support services identified above would be

beneficial, please contact Dyanne Schoterman.

st_dschoterman@smfcsd.



Under blue skies, enveloped in optimal temperatures, and supported by a

collection of cheering family and friends, the Stow Girls Varsity XC team leaned

heavily on their core team to secure a tenth-place finish at the State

Championships at Fortress Obetz Memorial Park on Saturday. This years’ very

strong field included 183 runners from over 20 teams.

Head Coach Aaron Morris began: “After initially walking the course, my fears from

earlier in the week were dissipated. The course was in good shape, and seemed to

dry up a bit throughout the day. The course was fast and the weather was perfect

– reminiscent of some of our best races early in the season. Our goal coming in

was to be in the top 10. And together, we met that goal.”

Assistant Coach Doug Herbert acknowledged the epicenter of the team’s

performance, “We stayed true to who were as a team all year. Depth was the

difference maker again today. We relied heavily on the back end of our varsity

squad to pick up spaces throughout the race and move up when we needed it.

Hannah (Hartenburg), Annie (Perrotta), and Sam (Fobean) provided that depth

when we needed it most. I’m so proud of all of these girls today!”

Jayla Atkinson led the pack in 30th place overall, 1st for SMF as an emotional,

Head Coach Aaron Morris acknowledged many on his team during this glorious

day. “Deena (Ingrassia) made a nice comeback this week to help us out. I was

nervous for Kendra (Cassiday) within the first mile, but she broke free in the

second mile to get back to where she belonged in the race to help make a

difference. Hannah (Hartenburg) continued to be ever-reliable and consistent –

she did what she has done for us all year – and to top it off, she broke the 20:00

minute plateau for the first time. Syd(ney Pitcovich) strung together her second

great race in a row – she is proving to be a big race competitor while still

maintaining a loose and comfortable demeanor for such a big stage.” Coach

LeSeure followed that by adding: “We had some big races by Syd(ney Pitcovich)

and Hannah (Hartenburg) today – they had a big role throughout the post season

to get us here, and each played a key role again today. Also, our top 5 went sub-

20:00 minutes – the first time in a very long time that has happened.”

There was a bit of drama as the final tallies were being calculated, as senior Annie

Perrotta “was able to contribute in a big way” said Coach Morris as she ran her

last XC meet as a Stow Bulldog – serving as the tie-breaker between 10th and 11th

overall places. Added Boys Head Coach JK LeSeure: “Annie has been a key, hard-

working member of our team for many years. One of the many great things from

the day was that our sixth runner played a key role. After many trials and

tribulations through the years, it was fitting that it was Annie (Perrotta) who

produced for us on the biggest stage.”
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Depth Propels Stow Girls XC To 10th Place Finish At States!
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Written by: Myron Shawala
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Echo Hills PTA raised $20,613.11 in profits thanks to the Echo Hills families. Students were asked to get

pledges for every minute danced and/or exercised; typically 30-35 minutes. Each time a student would meet

a certain amount, students would receive small prizes. This year's character theme was Sports City World

Wide. Students were engaged in daily videos that were lively and fun. The profit that was raised will go to

Library safety upgrades, school yearbooks, assemblies for the students and more!

Mr. Ulbricht had all the students engaged when he agreed to take on getting a pie to the face! Students

gathered around outside and were able to see how much money they earned as well as see their very own

principal get covered in whip cream! It was such a successful fundraiser to start off the 2021 school year. We

are so proud of our Echo Hills students!

Echo Hills Lil' Dawg Dash Dance A Thon 

Congratulations to our very own Coach Tom Phillips on being named Coach of the Year by the Suburban

League! The Suburban League is an Ohio High School Athletic Association (OHSAA) athletics league in

Northeast Ohio made up of 15 high schools, so to take away this award is a great honor. Phillips joined the

Stow-Munroe Falls City School District as an At-Risk & Work Experience Coordinator and Head Football

Coach in March 2018 

Coach Phillips led our 2021 Bulldog football team to a 9-2 season. The Bulldogs claimed the Suburban League

National Division title and walked away champs! Congratulations, Coach and best of luck in your retirement! 
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Tom Phillips Named 'Suburban League Coach of
the Year' 
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As you join our Bulldogs for all events and

sports this year, we would LOVE you to send 

in your photos so that we can share in the

excitement of being there (even if we can’t

attend!) Send all photos and descriptions to:

photos@smfcsd.org or message them to us on

social media! GO BULLDOGS!

On October 28th, Lakeview students were surprised with a flashmob by their principals, large
groups of teachers, PTO members, and parents as they commemorated “Red Ribbon Week” on
October 28th. 
The students had no clue that these familiar faces would be “bustin moves” to Justin Timberlake’s
“Can’t Stop the Feeling.”  Students spent Red Ribbon Week talking about positive coping strategies
to combat drug usage. This year’s theme was “Drug-Free Looks Like Me.”

Lakeview Students Surprised by Flashmob!

Join us in celebrating our Class of 2022!

Send us 4 photos of your favorite SMF

Senior so that we can highlight them each

week throughout the school year during

our #SMFSundaySeniorSpotlight! Don't

forget to send a description letting us

know their hobbies, interests, and plans

after graduation! Send to

photos@smfcsd.org!

#BulldogPrideDistrictWide
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